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but he found great pleasure in attending the meetings and listening to 
the various communications from the distinguished men of science who 
gave these meetings their chief interest. 

The few publications Dr. Putnam has left relate chiefly to the dis- 
eases of women and the practice of obstetrics, to which branches he 
was more particularly devoted. His translation of Louis on Blood- 
letting introduced to the practitioners of this community a work which 
has done much towards forming the professional creed of the present 
generation. 

He died very suddenly after some threatening cerebral symptoms, 
which however had left him capable of work and of enjoyment, on the 
5th of February, 1875. 

His best record, because the amplest and the one that tries all a man's 
qualities, is the memory of a life that was mainly spent in going about 
doing good, without show, without noisy claim of acknowledgment, 
without envy or jealousy. Single-hearted in the service to which he 
had given himself, diligent, patient, skilful, he lived serenely and died 
peacefully, leaving many mourners and not one enemy. 

NATHANIEL BRADSTREET SHURTLEEF. 

NATHANIEL BRADSTREET Shurtleff, M. D., F. S. A., died in 
Dorchester, on the 17th of October, 1874. He was in his sixty-fifth 
year, having been born in Boston on the 20th of June, 1810. His 
father, Dr. Benjamin Shurtleff, a native of Carver, in the County of 
Plymouth, and a graduate of Brown University of 1796, removed 
about the beginning of this century to Boston, where he was for many 
years a practitioner of eminence. He came of the purest of the Pilgrim 
stock, no less than six of his ancestors having been of the company of 
the Mayflower. It is doubtless to this descent, and the interest in the 
early history of New England which it excited, that we owe the numer- 
ous antiquarian and historical works by which Dr. Nathaniel Shurtleff 
is best known and will be chiefly remembered. His earlier education 
was had at the public schools of this city, but his preparation for col- 
lege was finished at the Round Hill School at Northampton, then at 
the height of its success, under Messrs. John G. Cogswell and George 
Bancroft. He graduated at Cambridge in 1831, and at once entered 
on his professional studies, taking his degree in medicine regularly in 
1834. He was fairly successful in the practice of his profession, but 
his taste lay rather in other directions, and latterly they much diverted 
bis attention from his hereditary vocation. 
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The first publication of Dr. Shurtleff, about the time of his receiving 
his medical degree, was a small treatise on Phrenology, a subject in 
which the visit of Dr. Spurzheim to this country in 1 832 had excited 
a certain degree of interest at that period. It was entitled " An 
Epitome, of Phrenology," and consisted of an abstract of the theo- 
ries of the school of Gall, Spurzheim, and Combe, written in the 
spirit of a believer, but without endeavoring to re-enforce those doc- 
trines by fresh examples or arguments. It was fourteen or fifteen 
years after this publication before Dr. Shurtleff again appeared as an 
author, when he began in 1849 the series of works relating to our 
early history by which his later life was distinguished with a little 
tract entitled " The Passengers in the Mayflower," which compressed the 
results of great research and industry within a narrow compass. This 
was followed by brief Genealogical Memoirs of William Shurtleff and 
of Elder Thomas Leverett, and by a monograph, privately printed, on 
the "Deaths at Marshfield in 1658 and 1666 by Lightning." A little 
later Dr. Shurtleff was intrusted by the General Court of Massachu- 
setts with the editorship of " The Records of the Governor and Com- 
pany of the Massachusetts Bay in New England," the first two volumes 
of which appeared in 1853. The next year he published three more 
volumes bringing the Records down to the Presidency of Joseph Dud- 
ley. In 1855, Dr. Shurtleff was appointed by a legislative resolve to 
edit the " Records of the Colony of New Plymouth in New England," 
the first four volumes of which appeared in that year, followed by the 
fifth and sixth in 1856, and the seventh and eighth in 18">7. In the 
year 1858, the political complexion of the State government having 
changed, that great cardinal doctrine of our modern politics, Rotatioa 
in Office, devised to secure the Survival of the Unfittest, was applied 
to him, and he was relieved from the task he was so eminently fitted to 
perform. He discharged this laborious duty in the most thorough 
and conscientious manner. In his own words, he " closely collated the 
proof-sheets with the original record, and consequently, with consid- 
erable labor, oompared every word of the printed copy with the original 
manuscript, and also revised all doubtful words and passages with the 
same." Among his smaller publications may be mentioned " A Per- 
petual Calendar for Old and New Style," designed to relieve the 
student of history from the embarrassments sometimes occasioned by 
the difference of the two styles. Also a " Decimal System for the 
Arrangement and Administration of Libraries," which described the 
plan he had himself invented for the management of the Boston Public 
Library, when he was one of the original trustees of that institution, 
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and which is still employed with considerable modifications in its ad- 
ministration. In 1862, Dr. Shurtk'ff edited "A Literal Reprint of the 
Bay Psalm Book " with his usual conscientious accuracy, and enriched 
it with a short bibliographical notice of much value to the curious 
student. Unfortunately there were but fifty-six copies printed, so that 
the reprint is almost as hard to come by as that rarest of bibliomaniacal 
curiosities. 

Dr. Shurtleff was a Bostonian of the Bostonians, and had a passion- 
ate affection for his native city, which led to an immense collection of 
materials for the illustration of her history and antiquities. A portion 
of these he employed in the preparation of the most important of his 
works, — "A Historical and Topographical Description of Boston," 
which was published in 1871. This volume contains more information 
on the subjects of which it treats than can be found elsewhere, and yet 
but a quarter part of the material he had been collecting, for more 
than forty years, was employed in its preparation. It is to be hoped 
that the remainder of these important collections may have been left in 
a shape to be made useful hereafter. So devoted was he to his native 
city that it is said that he had slept but two nights out of its limits 
since he left college, and those were most characteristically given to 
Plymouth. In 18G7, Dr. Shurtleff reached the position which prob- 
ably was the highest object of his ambition, being elected Mayor of 
Boston as the candidate of the Democratic party. The next year he 
was again elected on the nomination of the Democrats, and in 1871, 
having lost the nomination of that party, he was triumphantly chosen 
as an independent candidate by a plurality of nearly 8,000 votes. 
After having received this most honorable testimony to his adminis- 
trative merits, he declined a re-election. During the Rebellion, he was 
active in promoting the cause of the Union, and gave both his sons to 
the military service of the country, of whom the eldest, bearing his 
name (II. C. 1859), fell at Cedar Mountain in August, 1862, at the 
age of twenty-four. Dr. Shurtleff was elected a Fellow of this Acad- 
emy in 1853, and was also a member of the Massachusetts Historical 
Society, of the American Philosophical Society held at Philadelphia, 
of the American Antiquarian Society, of the Royal Society of Anti-* 
quaries of London, and of many other learned bodies. His life was 
marked by a constant activity in useful directions, and it was crowned 
with the testimony of a good conscience, with the friendship of many 
eminent men, and with the respect of the general public. 



